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Evaluating Susan Grabek’s Hezekiah Lindsey land theory  
Lannie Dietle, January 14, 2015 

Introduction—a perplexing deed 

Susan Grabek theorizes that Hezekiah Lindsey once lived on the Adam Hatfield property that became 

the present-day Pleasant Valley Country Club. This theory has interested me for a number of years 

because Lindsey’s February 7, 1783 property deed to Isaac Meason mentions the Turkey Foot Road—

a subject that I have been researching since 2009.1 The deed locates the property as being on both 

sides of the Turkey Foot Road, and both sides of Mounts Creek. The deed is perplexing, for several 

reasons. Firstly, the known 1794 route of the Turkey Foot Road turns north toward Wooddale before 

reaching Hatfield’s property, and according to Judge Veech’s circa 1858 book,2 ran past Cathcart’s 

mill, at Wooddale. Secondly, the Hatfield property is all located on one side of Mounts Creek. Thirdly, 

the 300-acre size of the Lindsey property is different than the 235 and three-quarter acre size of 

Hatfield’s property, but matches the size of the nearby Cathcart property. Fourthly, the Cathcart 

property is situated on both sides of Mounts Creek, and—according to Veech—on the Turkey Foot 

Road. 

Grabek’s research was instrumental to my own for two reasons. Firstly, it identifies the location of the 

Cathcart mill referenced by Veech. Secondly, the Hatfield survey was identifiable on USDA 1939 

aerial imagery, and allowed me to orient nearby surveys that show the Turkey Foot Road relative to 

modern roads. The reference to the Turkey Foot Road on Lindsey’s property was a loose end that has 

puzzled me for years. This puzzlement resulted in detailed correspondence with Grabek and others 

who share an interest in Fayette County history. As a result of this group effort, I believe that enough 

information has been collected to thoroughly verify Grabek’s theory as being factual, and to create a 

plausible theory related to the Turkey Foot Road reference on Lindsey’s deed.  

Examining the evidence 

The July 5, 1780 deed from John Meason to Adam Hatfield 
A July 5, 1780 deed from John Meason transfers property to Adam Hatfield that John Meason received 

from William Perry. The property is described as being located on Mounts Creek and adjoining 

Chestnut Ridge, and including a small improvement with a spring on the Turkeyfoot Road. The 

property is also described as adjoining lands that were lately the property of Robert Morrison, 

deceased. The price was 100 pounds “old rates current money of Pennsylvania”. The witnesses were 

Isaac Meason and James Worthington.  

                                                 
1  “In Search of the Turkey Foot Road”, by Lannie Dietle and Michael McKenzie, Mount Savage Historical 

Society, fourth edition, 2014. 
2  “The Monongahela of Old”, by James Veech. First printed and distributed in unfinished form circa 1858, 

this book was later completed by his daughter Mrs. E. V. Blaine, and published in 1892. This book states 
that the Turkey Foot Road: “passed by Cornelius Woodruff’s old place, descended the Chestnut ridge, and 
crossed Mountz’s creek at Cathcart’s, or Andrews’ Mill, and crossed Jacob’s creek about a mile below the 
old Chain Bridge, there leaving this county…” 
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William Perry was the sheriff of Westmoreland County from 1777 to November, 1780, which suggests 

that John Meason may have purchased the property at a sheriff’s sale. If the property was sold at a 

sheriff’s sale, there may have been some residual controversy surrounding ownership that would 

explain the additional deeds that are described below.3 

The 1780 deed was recorded on page 71 of Fayette County Deed Book A. The page number appears 

to be particularly relevant, because a July 17, 1784 deed from John Meason to Adam Hatfield that is 

described below is recorded on the same page, as if it concerns the same property. 

The February 7, 1783 deed from Hezekiah Lindsey to Isaac Meason 
Page 414 of Westmoreland County Deed Book A records a February 7, 1783 deed from “Ezekiah 

Lindsy” of Hempfield Township to “Isaac Mason”. Hezekiah Lindsey, who signed with his mark, 

described the property as being: “On both sides of Mountses Creek and on both sides of the Turky foot 

Road Containing three hundred acres it being the same land that I live on in the year of one thousand 

seven hundred and seventy”. The property is described as adjoining the lands of Richard Stephenson, 

deceased, John Carr, and Robert Morrison, deceased. Since Lindsey is described as living in 

Hempfield Township when the property was sold, he was no longer living on the property at the time 

of the sale. Isaac Meason paid Hezekiah Lindsey five pounds for the property. The deed was witnessed 

by Samuel Moorhead and Nathan Young.4 

The February 7, 1783 deed was recorded in Westmoreland County because Fayette County had not 

yet been formed at the actual date of the transaction. The deed was transacted when the property was 

still part of Westmoreland County, but was sealed and delivered on March 9, 1784, and recorded in 

Westmoreland County on November, 7, 1784, after the property had become part of the then-new 

Fayette County, which was formed on September 26, 1783. 

The July 17, 1784 deed from John Meason to Adam Hatfield 
Page 71 of Fayette County Deed Book A also records a July 17, 1784 deed from John Meason to 

Adam Hatfield for an improvement that was made by “Ezekiel Lindsey” that Hatfield was living on 

at the time of sale. The deed states that the property is “the same tract that Meason conveyed to 

Hatfield some time past, and the same improvement that was conveyed to said John Meason this day 

by Isaac Meason.”5 Curiously, the price of the property was only five shillings Pennsylvania 

currency—a token payment. This five shilling payment is much less than the five pounds that Isaac 

Meason paid Hezekiah Lindsey for the tract on February 7, 1783. The deed was witnessed by Isaac 

White and Isaac Doyl. 

As noted above, this this July 17, 1784 deed is recorded on the same page of Fayette County Deed 

Book A as the July 5, 1780 deed from John Meason to Adam Hatfield. Since Fayette County was 

formed from part of Westmoreland County on September 26, 1783, the 1780 deed actually relates to 

a transaction that occurred while the property was still part of Westmoreland County.  

                                                 
3  Information on William Perry, and the theory relating to the possibility of a sheriff’s sale, were provided by 

Grabek. 
4  The deed was found by Grabek. 
5  The abstract for this deed was found by Grabek, who observes: “Perhaps Hezekiah Lindsey noted that he 

had lived on the land in 1770 to substantiate his claim to the land. Maybe Lindsey's mention of the date he 
had lived on the land is an indication that there was some controversy over his claim to ownership of the 
land.” 
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The September 26, 1783 formation date of Fayette County means that the July 5, 1780 deed from John 

Meason to Adam Hatfield was definitely not recorded in the Fayette County deed book in 1780—

because that was before Fayette County even existed. It seems obvious that since the July 5, 1780 deed 

was recorded on the same page as the July 17, 1784 deed, they were both recorded on the same day, 

and no earlier than July 17, 1784, and they both relate to the same property. It also seems fairly obvious 

that the unusual step of recording a 1780 Westmoreland County property transaction in a Fayette 

County deed book in 1784 was taken to add clarity to the history of the property, and perhaps to assist 

Hatfield in claiming priority on the property dating to 1780 should he eventually decide to obtain a 

warrant from the state. 

1784 documents reference Hatfield’s mill 
The summary of the 1804 Circuit Court case of “Lessee of George Hunter against Isaac Meason, 

Esquire, and Christopher Wells”6 states: 

Ejectment for 400 acres in Bull Skin township. 

The plaintiff claimed under a warrant to Jacob Frelick, dated 30th July 1784, for 400 acres, lying 

on both sides of the Turkey Foot road, leading to Fort Pitt, about five miles from Hatfield’s mill, 

on the waters of Yohiogeney, including both sides of Maple Run, and the place called the Mill Seat, 

and likewise a large spring, a cabin, and cleared land. Interest to commence from 1 March 1780. 

In consideration of 5s. Frelick conveyed to Hunter on the 18th May 1796. 

The description in the warrant did not correspond with the lands in controversy. There was a cabin 

called Lindsay’s,7 between 100 and 150 yards from the Turkey Foot Road, and between 3 and 4 

miles from Hatfield’s mill. Near it was a good spring, some few trees deadened, but no land cleared. 

A branch of Poplar run, formerly called Maple run, came within half a mile of this small cabin, but 

there was no mill seat within several miles of it.8 

In the case summary, the words “lying on both sides of the Turkey Foot road, leading to Fort Pitt, 

about five miles from Hatfield’s mill, on the waters of Yohiogeney, including both sides of Maple Run, 

and the place called the Mill Seat, and likewise a large spring, a cabin, and cleared land” matches 

the wording9 in the July 30, 1784 Jacob Frelich warrant for 400 acres, and the corresponding July 30, 

1784 land application.10 

                                                 
6  Volume 4 of Jasper Yeates’ 1871 book “Reports of cases adjudged in the Supreme Court of 

Pennsylvania: with some select cases at nisi prius, and in the Circuit Courts.” George Hunter’s August 
26, 1802 journal entry indicates that Christopher Wells purchased the Michael Entlich tract that Entlich held 
under a claim of Isaac Mason, and was living 1.5 miles from Woodruff’s, and kept a tavern there. Hunter’s 
August 27, 1802 journal entry refers to Wells as “Welsh”, stating: “Left Woodruffs at 6 am, passed 1½ Miles 
to My place where one Welsh a shoemaker lives…” 

7  The identity of this individual has not been determined. George Hunter’s August 27, 1802 journal entry states 
that he gave Deputy Surveyor McClean “peremptory directions to survey the 400 Acres for me agreeably to 
my warrant which called for Lindseys improvement which he promised to do & return the same to the Land 
Office as soon as possible.…” This helps to explain the reference to the “cabin called Lindsay’s” in the 1804 
case summary; Hunter believed that his 400-acre Frelich warrant included the Lindsey improvement, 
although the “cleared land” is not identified as being Lindsey’s improvement in the Frelich warrant. 

8  Hunter’s journal, which mentions the “old improvement” and “Lindseys improvement”, states that Lindsey’s 
improvement is the improvement described by the Frelich warrant.  

9  The spelling in the land application is primitive.  
10  The warrant and land application were found by Grabek. In both documents, the applicant’s surname is 

spelled “Frelich”. On the land application, the applicant “George Hunter Druggist” is crossed out, and 
replaced with “Jacob Frelich”. The accompanying July 30, 1784 affidavit of Robert Flemming states that “the 
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The land application and warrant prove that Hatfield’s mill already existed on July 30, 1784. This 

implies that the mill was already built or at least under construction at the time of the July 17, 1784 

deed from John Meason to Adam Hatfield—a deed that states that Hatfield was already living on the 

property.  

George Hunter’s August 26, 1802 journal entry regarding the contested property states: 

Here we were overtaken by a heavy thunder storm which beat against us without effect, being 

defended by our oil skin coats — went on to Woodruffs on the Turkey foot road 15 miles more & 

then put up for the night, having rode 30 miles this day. Here were informed that Michael Entlich 

who lived on my Tract of Land 1½ miles11 from this on the same road westward westward, had sold 

the same, which he held under the Claim of Isaac Mason to a Mr Wells who keeps Tavern there … 

This part of the journal entry suggests that George Hunter thought that his property, the subject of the 

lawsuit, included Thomas Meason’s “Middlesex” tract.12 A July 14, 1796 journal entry indicates that 

he thought it also included land to the east of the “Middlesex” tract, including at least some the Connell 

property.13 The eastern edge of the “Middlesex” tract is approximately 1.2 road miles from the 

estimated location14 of Woodruffs residence. Its western edge is about 1.8 road miles from the 

estimated location of Cornelius Woodruff’s residence. The known Frelich tract is located on the 

eastern15 edge of the “Middlesex” tract, toward Woodruff’s, on a now-abandoned section of the 

Turkey Foot Road that is located between the eastern end of Hawk Road and Cavenaugh Road.  

                                                 
land was improved in the fall or some time in the month of November in the year of our Lord One thousand 
Seven hundred and Eighty”. The documents make no reference to Lindsey’s improvement. 

11  From the estimated location of Cornelius Woodruff’s residence, 1.5 miles is about midway along the length 
of present-day Hawk Road. 

12  Thomas Meason’s November 7, 1792 warrant for the “Middlesex” tract describes the property as: “Two 
hundred acres of land about halfway between Cornelius and willam Woodruff’s on both sides of the Turkey 
foot road including a piece of natural cleared Meadowd ground on the North of the road and including a 
Spring on the South side.” The land application contains an October 20, 1792 affidavit by two Justices of the 
Peace that states: “each of the Above two Described tracts of Land according to the Best information we 
have had Remains Vacant & unimproved”. (The land application document also includes an application by 
Elizabeth Meason). The warrant documents were found by Grabek. 

13  Zachariah Connell’s May 6, 1796 warrant describes his property as “Four hundred acres of Land Including 
an Improvement on the Popular Run and joining lands of Adam Shaffer, Christian Serrff, Joabb Woodruff 
and others in Bullskin Township”. The warrant documents were found by Grabek. Cornelius Woodruff sold 
his place to his son Joab on August 28, 1791. Connell’s survey (Book C-36, Page 282) illustrates the west 
and north sides of his tract as bordering Andrew Froelich’s property. The warrant survey map shows the 
west and north sides of Connell’s property as being bordered by William Cale’s property. Hunter’s July 14, 
1796 journal entry describes “400 Acres Tract of Land which I had bot of Wm. Perry & warranted in the name 
of Jacob Frailey. This Land is in the possession of Michael Entlich who keeps a Tavern there, has about 70 
Acres Clear, has built a Log House & Barn. He claims 200 Acres by virtue of a Purchase from Isaac Mason. 
This Land is on the waters of Salt lick Creek; my warrant includes the 200 Acres in the possession of Entlich 
& as much more to the eastward thereof, which last part contains the millseat & is claimed by Canel of 
Canels Town…” Salt Lick Creek is now known as Indian Creek. The reference to the waters of Salt Lick 
Creek means that Hunter believed that the property was located in the drainage basin of Indian Creek. 

14  The estimated location of Woodruff’s residence is based on the residence location shown on the 1792 
Reading Howell map of Pennsylvania, and the location of Ernie Schultz’s spring-fed house, which likely uses 
Woodruff’s spring. 

15  Jacob Frelich’s property is just east of Thomas Meason’s “Middlesex” property, as proven by Thomas 
Meason’s June 10, 1795 “Middlesex” survey for 211-3/4 acres on the Turkey Foot Road (Book  
C-138, Page 237). William Cale took out a warrant for at least part of the Frelich property in 1794. 
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The statement “about five miles from Hatfield’s mill” in the Frelich warrant and land application is 

difficult to evaluate. The 1784 route between Hatfield’s mill and the Turkey Foot Road is unknown, 

but using four different theoretical cross-country routes between those locations, the distance from the 

mill to the western edge of the Frelich property appears to be approximately 4.4 to 4.8 miles.16 

Other surveys reference Hatfield’s mill in 1785 and 1787 
Thomas Meason’s 1785 survey (Book C-120, Page 246)17 and warrant18 also mention Hatfield’s mill. 

The survey states that Thomas Meason’s property was “about a half a mile north of the Turkey foot 

road 2 miles or there about from Hatfield Mill…”, and the warrant makes a nearly identical statement. 

This provides no additional clarity regarding the location of Hatfield’s mill, because Thomas Meason’s 

property was roughly equidistant from the Hatfield and Cathcart properties, as shown by the Bullskin 

Township warrant survey map.19 Meason’s survey does, however, further confirm the early existence 

of the Hatfield mill. 

One other document also confirms the early existence of Hatfield’s mill. Thomas Moore's tract was 

located along the east side of Adam Hatfield’s tract, as shown by the Bullskin Township warrant 

survey map. Moore’s December 14, 1787 warrant20 describes the property as “Four hundred Acres of 

Land, including a Deer Lick in the forks of a run that turns Hatfield's mill adjoining said Hatfield’s 

land and land of Isaac Meason Esqr on Mounts Creek”. This clearly places Hatfield’s mill on the 

country club property, and proves that the mill was operational (turning) in 1787. 

Hatfield’s 1786 survey identifies the location of his mill 
Hatfield’s 1786 survey describes his 235 and three-quarter acre property at the present day country 

club as “Situated on Mounts Creek in Bullskin Township Fayette County and Surveyd the 25th Day of 

July 1786 in Pursuance of a Warrant dated the 4th Day of Februay (sic) 1786”. The property is 

illustrated as adjoining Mounts Creek, the Hourbaughs claim, property owned by Robert Bell, and 

property owned by the heirs of Robert Morrison.  

Based on a comparison of the warrant survey map and Adam Hatfield’s 1786 survey to the 1905 

topographical map of the area, Hatfield’s millrace was clearly the antecedent to the millrace that is 

shown on the 1905 map, although the source may have changed slightly by 1905. Heminger Mills was 

located immediately south of the location where Country Club Road terminates on Pleasant Valley 

Road (Route 982). The location of Hatfield’s mill was a little farther south, as can be determined from 

the straight line representation of the race and the squiggly line representation of the runoff on 

Hatfield’s survey. Hatfield’s property was already a country club in 1939, but a large section of the 

millrace is still visible in USDA 1939 aerial imagery. 

                                                 
16  “In Search of the Turkey Foot Road” states that it is about 5.1 miles from Hatfield’s mill to the western 

edge of the “Middlesex” property. That statement, while true, is the shortest route using modern roads: Route 
982, Swink Hill Road, Englishman Hill Road, Quail Hill Road, and Laws Road. Based on review of the 1817 
Melish manuscript map, I now believe that there was a shorter route between Hatfield’s mill and the section 
of the Turkey Foot Road that is identified on the Smith surveys. The 5.1 mile statement also fails to take into 
account the fact that taking the Turkey Foot Road between Mick Lilley’s current residence and Hawk road 
would have been shorter than taking Quail Hill Road to Hawk Road via Laws road. 

17  All surveys referenced herein are published on the Internet by the Pennsylvania Museum and Historical 
Commission. 

18  The warrant was found by Grabek. 
19  The warrant map is published on the Internet by the Pennsylvania Museum and Historical Commission. 
20  The warrant was found by Grabek. 
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Hatfield’s 1786 land application identifies improvements beginning in 1780 
Hatfield’s 1786 land application21 was witnessed by “John Measson” and “Isaac Measson”, and 

states: 

Adam Hatfield appleys for 200 acres of Land Situate in Fayette County, Bullskin Township with an 

Impt on Mountses Crick adjoining Robert Bell and Messen, & Robert Morrison Dececst and the 

Chestnut Rige Wr. Isd Intfrom 1 October 178022 

Fayette County  

And the under Suscribers justices of the Pice fro said County Do Certify to the secretary of the Land 

office of Pennsylvania that the above Discribed Tract of Land was Iproved In this Fall of the year 

1780 witness our hands and seals this 21st of December 1786  

Although the stated acreage does not match that of Hatfield’s July 25, 1786 survey, both the survey 

and the land application locate the property as being on Mounts Creek and adjoining the Robert Bell 

and Robert Morrison properties, and a Meason property. This shows that the land application and the 

survey relate to the same piece of property. The July 5, 1780 and February 7, 1783 deeds also describe 

the property as being adjacent to the Robert Morrison property. The land application also indicates 

that Hatfield’s improvements to the property began in the fall of 1780, soon after Hatfield originally 

purchased the property from John Meason. 

Interpreting the evidence 

I believe that the above facts substantiate Grabek’s theory that Hezekiah Lindsey was the former owner 

of Adam Hatfield’s property at the present-day country club. It appears that John Meason made a good 

faith purchase of land along Mounts Creek from Sheriff William Perry that included the present-day 

country club property, and sold the land to Adam Hatfield on July 5, 1780 for 100 pounds, and Adam 

Hatfield started improving the property in the fall of 1780 and was living there on July 17, 1784, and 

already had a mill on the property on July 30, 1784. Hezekiah Lindsey had a prior claim to a 300-acre 

property on both sides of Mounts Creek that had to be settled in order to provide Hatfield with a clear 

title. Lindsey’s 300 acres encompassed the perhaps smaller John Meason purchase from William 

Perry. Isaac Meason resolved this vexing issue by paying Lindsey five pounds for the 300-acre 

property on February 7, 1783. Isaac Meason conveyed the portion of the property on the east side of 

Mounts Creek to John Meason on July 17, 1784, and on that same day, for the token payment of five 

shillings, John Meason gave Adam Hatfield a new deed for property purchased from William Perry 

that he had already “conveyed to Hatfield some time past”—the property on the east side of Mounts 

Creek that Hatfield was already living on, and had already built a mill on.  

The Meason family members were land speculators, and they would have been way too savvy to buy 

a property for five pounds on February 7, 1783 and then turn around and sell it for five shillings on 

July 17, 1784—except in the described circumstances where they had already sold the property to 

Adam Hatfield for 100 pounds in 1780.  

This interpretation is harmonious with the fact that a 113-acre property on the other side of the creek 

from the Hatfield property was surveyed by Isaac Meason on July 1, 1788. This may be a remnant of 

the 300-acre Lindsey property that was not sold to Adam Hatfield. Hatfield’s land application indicates 

                                                 
21  The land application was found by Grabek. 
22  Grabek interprets this phrase as an abbreviation meaning “Warrant Issued - Interest from 1 October 1780”. 
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that he thought he had about 200 acres that was located next to a property owned by a Meason. 

Hatfield’s estimated 200 acres, when added to Meason’s surveyed 113 acres, come fairly close to the 

estimated (presumably unsurveyed) 300-acre size of the Lindsey property.  

The Hatfield and Cathcart deeds both reference the Morrison claim 

The July 5, 1780 deed from John Meason to Adam Hatfield describes the property as adjoining lands 

that were lately the property of Robert Morrison, deceased. The property conveyed by the February 7, 

1783 deed from “Ezekiah Lindsy” to “Isaac Mason” is also described as adjoining the lands of Robert 

Morrison, deceased. Hatfield’s 1786 survey shows his property as adjoining land owned by the Heirs 

of Robert Morrison. Hatfield’s 200-acre land application also mentions that the property adjoins the 

property of Robert Morrison, deceased. These facts are harmonious with Lindsey’s land being the 

country club property. 

The Morrison property included at least some of the April 22, 1816 survey of Edward Chambers and 

John Gallaway (Book C-37, Page 165) that was patented by Edward Chambers in 1815, and included 

at least some of the July 2, 1812 John Galloway survey (Book C-78, Page 14). The Chambers property 

did not share a border with the Cathcart tract, but the original Morrison claim did, as proven by the 

May 17, 1788 survey of John Kithcart (Cathcart), Junior (Book C-93, Page 283), and by the October 

18, 1787 deed from John Christy and Samuel Osburn to John Kincart that is recorded on pages 697 

and 698 of Fayette County Deed Book C-1.23 Likewise, the Galloway tract bordered the Cathcart tract, 

as shown by the warrant survey map. 

A November 2, 1815 affidavit by Isaac Meason accompanied the land application related to the July 

2, 1812 John Galloway survey. This affidavit identifies when the Morrison property was settled, 

stating that the Galloway land: 

was first improved in or about the year 1773 or 1774, and not before, by Robert Morrison, who to 

his certain knowledge was driven off his land through the fear of the Indians in the late war, his 

family being forted in the fort of the deponent, and that the said Robert Morrison after serving a tour 

of duty against the Indians, returned and died of a fever. 

This shows that Morrison was living on the property during at least part of the Revolutionary War, 

which began in 1776. Robert Morrison was still alive in early 1778, because bought several articles at 

the estate sale of James Loudon.24 Robert Morrison’s will was proved on April 27, 1779, and 

references his tract of land that was known as “Lick Place”. His will also identifies a wife, three 

daughters, and an unborn child.25 

Discounting a weaker alternate theory 

One other theory exists concerning the reference to the Turkey Foot Road by the Lindsey deed. 

Cathcart’s property was located on Mounts Creek and on the Turkey Foot Road (according to Judge 

Veech), and bordered Robert Morrison’s property claim, and was the same 300-acre size that is 

described in Lindsey’s deed to Isaac Meason. Since property sometimes changed hands rapidly in 

                                                 
23  The Cathcart deed was found by Grabek. 
24  The estate sale papers from the probate record of James Loudon were found by Grabek. The “early 1778” 

estimate of the sale date is based on the estate appraisal being made in December 1777. 
25  Will abstract, “Publications of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania”, Volume 5, 1912, found by 

Grabek. 
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those days, some may wish to investigate, and try to determine if Lindsey and Hatfield ever owned 

the Cathcart property, which was on both sides of Mounts Creek and the Turkey Foot Road. A count 

against this theory is that John Kincart’s 1787 deed is for property being purchased from Samuel 

Osborne and John Christy, rather than from Hatfield.26 I discount this theory completely, because it 

does not reconcile with the known location of Hatfield’s mill in the 1784 to 1787 timeframe. This 

theory is mentioned only as a strawman,27 since readers are sure to notice that both the Cathcart and 

the Lindsey properties had 300 acres, and both bordered the Morrison claim. 

When Hezekiah Lindsey sold his property to Isaac Meason, it was described as adjoining the lands of 

Richard Stephenson, deceased.  Grabek found a 1774 letter written by Valentine Crawford to George 

Washington that mentions a letter Crawford wrote to his brother, Richard Stephenson, in Berkeley 

County, Virginia. With this information, Grabek was able to locate the 1776 will of Richard 

Stephenson in a book about Berkeley County wills.  The executors were James Stephenson and George 

Summers. There was also a 1777 record concerning Stephenson's land in Yohogania County, 

Virginia—which overlapped Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. A property west of Adam 

Hatfield’s property, and mostly west of Mounts Creek, is warranted to James Stephenson and George 

Summers, in trust. Grabek located the warrant application and survey for the property, and found they 

are both for the heirs of Richard Stephenson, and also found that the property adjoined other land of 

Richard Stephenson. The property of James Stephenson and George Summers shares a corner with 

the 113-acre Isaac Meason property that is on the west side of Mounts Creek, adjacent to the Hatfield 

property. Since Lindsey’s property is described as adjoining the property of the heirs of Richard 

Stephenson, and Hezekiah Lindsey’s property is described as being on both sides of Mounts Creek, 

this supports the theory that Hatfield only purchased part of the property Isaac Meason bought from 

Hezekiah Lindsey.  Grabek observes that these discoveries remove any doubt that Hatfield may have 

owned the Cathcart property. Although Cathcart's property bordered the heirs of Robert Morrison, it 

could not have bordered the Richard Stephenson property.  Only Hezekiah Lindsey's land could have 

bordered the Stephenson property. 

What could the reference to the Turkey Root Road mean? 

As stated above, the Lindsey deed mentions the Turkey Foot Road, but Veech states that the road ran 

past the Cathcart mill. The 1817 Melish manuscript map of Fayette County28 shows a road “To 

Turkeyfoot Settlement” that splits into three branches west of Chestnut Ridge. The left hand fork 

merges with a road to Connellsville, the middle fork goes to the mill on the country club property, and 

the right hand fork passes near the Cathcart mill at Wooddale. Assuming that Grabek’s theory is 

correct about the location of the Lindsey property, as I do, the reference to the Turkey Foot Road on 

the Lindsey deed suggests that the middle fork may have locally been known as the Turkey Foot Road, 

even though it is not a section of the named road heading toward Cathcart’s mill that is documented 

on the 1794 Smith surveys.29  

                                                 
26  Grabek reports that the Cathcart deed does not reference the Turkey Foot Road. 
27  A strawman is a sham argument that is presented so it can be defeated. 
28 The Melish manuscript map is published on the Internet by the Pennsylvania Museum and Historical 

Commission. 
29  This theory was developed by Jeffrey Hann, and is believable because various roads that connected with 

the Turkey Foot Road in other areas were also known as the Turkey Foot Road.  
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The location of the Turkey Foot Road varied considerably over time in many areas, so it might 

theoretically be conceivable that at some point in time, a variation of the Turkey Foot Road went to 

Lindsey’s property, and then turned north along Mounts Creek to Cathcart’s mill; however, no 

evidence has been found that the road between Hatfield’s and Cathcart’s mills was ever referred to as 

the Turkey Foot Road. 

 


