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fortl~eGovel)'J. The history of Cf/if'[( COUnTY, tc n l,qrge (""'err/r the histol'Y of th", early ~.:ettlement of tho

/:~:l sou1tld1,;asternr,llJ",rkt °cf tItle p.r'tlesen2tlstn.tetO;,,", D .lana. ~ ar oun y, 1e DC coun-y [0

/./ Q;:; be formed (Knox being the first), even/" ~ lJefore the Indiana Territory was C;u'V'2r1

/ .. ' .../" ~ out of the great Northwest Terri tory, coveredCy ,.';{Y:.·, N nearly the whole of Hhat now constitutes the

CJ +:." I states of Indiana Gnd Illinois .J Llark was the first to be created out of

...:.:.."f...;.....,'{.....~..,•.••:-.. ·: ..;i ~~j..-.; the territory included within th(~ Ol'igLrFll
_~ ~ bouTlclries of Knox, so that, at the ·time o[

its fOl'matioll 110 county intervened betWE'9n

f·,·-j" . j' f/j the original. Clark wld [(nox Counties. Knox,.: ,~J was organized 2() ,JLllle 1790, and I,':'"~ ill1do rr}

\':.:.:, .../ ~ includ{~ ;:111thr~ tlH~ country bPD'J(?F>n lf~l'l1:i i tc,{!

l<;' '. ,......

Q........ ....'/. ~ .,._ (Ohio) and St. Clair (Illinois) r;:ounties tn)I"
l'I the Ohio River to t\w L·"tte.s

....., ~.~ EHl:igl'allt~~ fr"1T1 ~~c!m'~of UlcsontlJl:JII '.CL,r~'5·

).... I '"Ie(' had bEgun t;.J sett Ii" c11cmgthe 011j [) Pi vel

. ."",,(,~ . ':.1 ;;t:;jL and it was fl;Ullcl neces::;ary to fon[1 q tb" I'V "'J' .-;. di visions [':,f' t:1J(~ convenience of !'hrJ 1":('\,11"2-)
./l.•.·./..... .' J>o and so all the Jed do of Ft~b. lYUI, cl l1eu.i_

'I'·:: "J' '-,- countY' hIS fOl'rIlE'.d, like that uf Ynt:.'x; D,ji

:\:r\0~'_4;f)t g"11bernil to ria 1 tH'OC lall1t.lt ion. incJ 11d it\o. wi i II .I /- :'r- r. , _JI j~' ." '.:\ in it,; b()ull(1:1rie:~ ..l!~ Fell lmvs 7
. (~ ~\~'}J '~r~ l'B(::,glnIl.l.llg ell. t1l':' DIdo llj :rcr <l r Ghe V{/£2l)Tj-}i

L\~~('\,C>'."- 'f'r:~:~i(o %;~ of DIe\v TU\r~'r', theT)('p l..JP thp said R iVf;Y' ';
',.' ~~ . :, 01 ';;"'\ .. '-4, tlll::' crr!ssin::£ I) F tl1nSClllll:> b~/ the road! ~~d~

.(~ .:, .~ ,,/g'. .,:.,\ ing from Saint: ViJlCCTP\i',c;!,O ClilrI,<;s' vi 11e
~..- f,?"'ri J 'If '*"" 'LhC'I1ce lw Cl :Ji l'PCr UIlO hi 1.111' yile.o-Y'e.sT po.V)

,.' JJ': ./', U r (SYI e (, 0 [' 1,\lhi 1'('- P j If" l' U lC.'11CP Uptl1f" sn ~d r'1 Veyo--i'c\

,:.' ,\) / tLi] L LT;!I',:,.I1 t!I"J'""F \'.']1 iff] YOl11I" T.'O;;V'@JV'& rOfT

,-' ,~"'::. {\. PCC;) v':ry: Cl'lcl II")!') the 1'1"8 (1 SPl"h1gs C"f SO-I' cJ

~ ~ branch tn fort l~eC"Y/2ry, thol"'" £> \Oi':fY '1.i}:\C'
\'- V b()nn(~;n"/ ) j n':" b'~b.I',nTl the Tudi BlY\<:l) f9..,},J__ . __. Nn \'l:1l \"['c;t.":T) TCIT; I 111"/.. to t\h,' (Dfl'h ,v), Df!iC-i1~.e..

(lr)wn !ho ('iun" Rivet" lDi kl1ep1ac.,cof he
s,:ipnifl'':'' ('Tnrc,itm·jr\L E'xecu'tpl)e .,JCJi.n'itlo-';cY7)
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The Bllle ldvr:l-' was cl'ossed by "the road fi'lJili 1Jincennes to Clarksville
near the llrescnt nocthern bound,il'Y of Har'rison County.

~clamation forming the ~I directed that-the fE's"t ~~ession
oJ CDurt§_ be held_jtt __S21~i!lgyille.

It may be a little difficult to trace the boundary lines as then
given, but it can be, with tolerable accuracy, traced and its lines
ap~roximately determined.

This grand scope of territory containing nearly 1/5th of the present
stqte of Indjana~ the whole of the southeastern portion of it, was
named after that grand and heroic man ~ General George Rogers Clark.

The town of Clarksville, was then the .home of Gen. Clark and the
county contained the grant of land made to his soldiers by the state
of Virginia by act of Jan. 2, 1781. (see Journal Vol. VI # 1).

It is difficult to trace the history of thE: early settle~1ent in deta il

of Clark County. Apart from its mi__lita~~ occuti;n<:.y. very little settl~­ment was made prior mbeyearl1rOQ. when "the n(fiana Territory was
organized and~seperafed from the ~rthwest Tel~L'itory, and given a
terri toria 1 government with Gen. William Henr'Y Ha.:cI.'ison as its Governor.
The exact time of the settlement of Clarksvill'-" is a little uncertain,
but from the best data that can be had, it must have been about the
year 1783. Notwithstanding Gen. Clark made it his home and Fort Clark
was located here, its growth was slow, for it is alluded to in 1797 as
a straggling village of only some 20 houses. The settlemen't of Clarks­
ville extended up the river to the head of the Falls, where the city
of Jeffersonville now stands, where Fort Finney was built which ,vas after­
'Jards known as For"t Steuben. CoL John Armst:J:'ong, in 1797 while comman­
dant at Fort Finney, in order to more effectually protect the settle­
ments in Kentuck)t., by preventing the Indians from crossing the Ohio River
at Grassy Flats and 'Twenty-One Hile Island bar, where at low stages of
the water, the river could be forded, built a block house at the mouth
of Bull Creek, now in Owen Township in Clark County, which in honor of its
founder was named IIArrnstrong's Station.1T Around it a small settlement
of emigrants was located, but when the station was abandoned, which it
was in a short time, the settlement was also abandoned for a time. Col.
Armstrong returned to his old 10ca tion in 18111, at the station, and con­
tinued to reside there until he died in 1816.

~n 1800, at the time the new government of the Indiana Territory went
into effect, its entire civilized population was 5,641. Of this population,
929 resided around the Ohio Falls, upon Clad;' s grant, but perhaps the
larger portion in and around the old town of Clarksville. While much of
the territory was composed of French emigrants and their descenden"ts, the
only settlements made by 'pure Americans,' wel'l~ those made upon Clark! s
grant around and adjacent to the Ohio Falls, now included in Clark County.

The fi~(;!t ill unty_~t was located at a small village, but then supposed.
to be a rising and prosperous place called Springville, situated about
four miles back from the Ohio River and some mile andhalf southwest of
Charlestown, which subsequently became the county seat, where it rerna.ined
for over a half century. This first county seat of Clark has wholly dis­
appear~d. Not a vestige of it remalns to tell the curious where it once
stood, and :r:<~ of the pre~nt inhabitants of Clark know tha~l..
town ever existed. The name Spring-v1lle was 'taKen~ct: tha L
ne:B:"rthis village was a spring which furnished good water foe dOJj,estic
purposes, and the village was on grant 115, the place grew to some size)
perhaps mUllberin , in its most prosperous days 100 inhabi"tan"ts. A ~;hOL't
distance away, lived Jonathan Jennings, tle 11'8t overnol' of the Stat,'
of Indiana. But all this prosperity was soon bLighted, the Ut10 to till:
lands became involved in ~pute 2 l~~s Isprung; up, teid Is were hd,'!,-

_.~---------
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enemies wele made wIdel,!_ended only ?",I! the ru.;Ln and ilballd(Wll[i;;l~~,
t6~I;D:---z\rrtTli2"se trnnsactiorls took place within 8 veal'S. There "'Jas no
L~1i1Jnc cO\.lt'thousc a t this time, no~~e BllY eve? bui lt a t this
place as far as ean lw discovered. The only court house a t this time
~"i\S sim~iLl-a1'l~~ one of the business bUITdiDgs, but as shori:-·
r~s it was, thc' ~_JE.!!.:t2:a..c'i_ re1.~ved, from 1 sO~J:ears before
iU~~.Lir\~,d. But here on this site, where no habitation no,v
stands, ,then the designated capital of the ]Jew t'uunty of CJi1l'k~ 8.SSC'JT1bl r"l

in solemn concll1ve on 'the 7th day of April 1801, the first cuurt of
jllstiee (~Vel~ 11eld i.ll Sou-tl1ern IndiaI);:l east of Ull1e Ri'lTer", It \..·~;C:1:3n81Tir~r1

the Com,'£: of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace, cmd \Vas compo,sed
under the commission of Gov. ~'Jm.H. Harrison 8.nd the seal 0 f Jndiana.
Territory, of JU3tice:3 r'hrston Green Clark, Abraham Huff, James Noblr,c
~lJood, Thomas Downs, Wm. Goodwin, ,John Gibson, Charles Tuley and \It;n.
Harwood. SDJIlUel G\l7athney had been appointed and cOITHn:1.ssJ.onedUle fiI"~: ['
Clerk of the cGunty~ Samuel Hay was appointed tb~ first sheriff.

The hoard divided thl:> county into 'three townshi ps, designated as
Clarksville, Springville andSpririghill.

CLARKSVILLETOWNS'uIf covered the territory nCF:1 inc}uded in Floyd and
Harrison Counties.

SPI~),N,GVILLETOWNSHIPincluded \\/hat now constitutes Clark County be,
'tween Silver Creek on the west to Fourteen t'1:i.le creek on the east and to
its northern limits.

SPRINGHILL TOWNS}!1~ was a 11 eas t of Springville Township.
l'he developement of the county made the necessity for frequent changes

in civil divisionsi and now not a signle one of the names of the original
townships remain.

Upon formation of the townships, Clarksville was from the Ohio opposite
the mouth of Blue River thence up the Ohio to Peter t1cDonalds spring
brance from thence to Pleasant Run, the branch on which Joseph Bartholomew
lives, dov,m Pleasa.nt run to where :it enters Silver Creek, then west to tlH:c

western boundr'Y of the county. Springville Township to begin at the mouth
of Peter McDonalds branch thence up the Ohio to the mouth of 14 "mile Creek,
thence up the main branch to the head, thence west to the county line ':1llr1

lines of Clarksville Township. Springhill Township to begin at the mouth
of 14 t'lile Creek, thence with line of Springville TGi'm~:dllpto the county
line thence with the same to the Ohio. to include all the rest eft}w
county •

" At the first court General W. Johnson was]admitted as an attorney at
~ law as was Rober't Hamilton. Joshua Lindsey was to keep a tavern at"""'I )'-Springville for one year, Samuel Hays and George Wood were his s,:,curi t.i ps,

\ 'BDl The court apfointed Joseph Bartholomew for 1 year, Peter Stac:\~y for 2
L ",,-, years and JOt;;2ph Stewart for 3 years as commissioners to asc"p lain 8nd

,'tV' lay the tax levy for the county.
Charles Floyd was appointed constable of Clarksville To'mshi p ~ \hllll j",'

f. Tuley of Spl'lngville Township and Robert Wardel of SpriTJ~-.::ldJ1 To"'!";;" r'
Isaac Holman and Charles Bays were appointed to appraise c.',rh hc,,""'" , i

town, town lots, out lots, and mansion housE' in Clar1<:svill'? t,JnlJ1:1.sa}iip~
,:s"'\\{J> ,.{)William Combs Sr. & l\bsaloll1 Little for Sprlngville T01;mship ditd '].;.'

rI'~~,j' v,~~:,JVandJohn Owen for SP:in~hill. Towns~ip. , ., .. .
ct'.' \r'" 'be;'\ Leonard Bm'JTnan& \'hllJ.am \'hlson for Clal'ks'lJ.Ll.e 'ImvI1ShLL', Fl;,

;l-.\. :-J..,J' \ George Huckleberry for Springville Township aud John Pe ti [ ;lnd ,T !'
Purdue for Springhill Township were named sup,:::rvisot's fr,r public l~P:ll"
and hjghwa~rs. CommIssioners to settle their accounts W':::1',,' Gr', ((';t''' iT1.L

,James Davis and francis HcGui1.'e for CLn'ksville 'Lm., .1,,)1')1 ,'jr>',lUi',
\JJuods and Nicholas Harmon for Springvillc":' 1\vp" ilnd' J\bl'co1\"" !,lL t, ;'i
Plasket and Wm. Brinton for Springhill '.!\'I[J. Fence v i'y,');"r,~, 1]'d'':'!

--_.-._-- .... _--- --_..--- -
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ae t regula tj fig ellc-j osuL'es" were Phi lip Uaily, Peter Stacey & Isaac Holman
fOl' Clarksville rr~'Jp., Kaufman, Na'than Hobert-sull and Frederick Rice
fm.' Springville TOImship, Jonathan Thomas, Christophel' Fefler and Jacob
HebericK for Springhill Township. Overseers of the poor were Benj. Redman
& Isaac Holman for Clarksv:i 11:e Township. George lIucklebel'cy Sr., & Abraham
Lit'tle for Srringville Township and' William Plasket and John Bays for
Spdnghill Township_

Ferry keepers \Vere George Hughes, ~1ctjocRobert Floyd, Samuel Oldham,
Ri.:::hard Ferrel and James N_ WooeL-----------I ,~--"-••...•.r;

The HOq.§ier Genealogist has ~1.l.§~)~-iJ 1809 vote:cs list for Clark~ounty, and 'this was divided i~hr~e origTni;iI-~6-:E1iese
tOM1Ships still existed at that t~ne.

Alteration by proclamation on 7 March
1803. the part that was added above ftinned
Dearborn County. This was the f.i r's!.: e'-,lmty
f;;;l1ed from Cla'rk County. It luu he) Ul1:~p(l
to Clark County bu t a short time. iJ1l L n~..
mewber, before becoming a part 0 f Cl:ark~t(~_
it. was par1::Qfw1iatis now'the~
01110. . -<---------~--

-----------------------~--------------~--~-

There ha ve been severa 1.Loundry changes in Clark County dnd the imrnedia te
sur'rouDding counties hal/eall Ee~ of the odginctl Cl-aJ'k.
Seeing the scope of ClarkCOUi1ty originally, those-early records can in­
clude anyone \-;ho lived in this part, of the state - so'never overlo~

--'-~~\- earl~~~when sea-rohing for yo,-:r) ancesto!,s.

~i~ -------------------------~--------------------1:'\, ~~a~i~~~ ;~t~8~~fe~~~~~a~~~~ :~~i;:~~nb;f O~~~o.

l '1"\ The tiny nor"theastern peak of Clark County.I" between Fort Recovery, the Greenville Treaty

/' t. '\,\", 0 line 0 f 1795, and a "line drawn due nor'th frol11, ',\ the ilil)\! t11 nf the Gn~at Hiami IT was cut off by
I the tOt)lIUtiOIi of the .sLlte of Ohio.

\' :":\'.,;,.,l"'I"" Jan. 24 1803, alteration by pt'oeidilldl.illll
••••• effective upon admission of Ohio.

That tract of country included between a

'\~Q north line drawn from 'the mouth of the Big

-~\\ "~~, Miamie River, the Ohio and the Indian bound-
\:: '\~ ary line running from a point oposite the
~;\ \~,:;j mouth of the Kentucky River, was attached'<: ••. to Cla'ck County. This attachment was made

t, :'rr"~ pursuant to the Ohio Enabling Act of April~\ ;!' 30, 1802. before Governor Harrison 11ad
~\' "SuffiL:J.ent Infonna tion respecting the- " settlements below the great miamie, to

il,'\,?.'.. ~~:~~~him to fonn (a government) in that
- By ordinaee of the governor) LTune tl. l802,

''''-1 " Jeffersonville waS made the county seat_
The order was to become effecti ve AUl:,'llSt 1,
1802.
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