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CHARLESTOWN CEMULERY
At Chaylestown Copntery is burdied the {ivst Governor of Indiana and hia ten
wives god a movament has been ervected to the momory of Jdonathan Jdeanines
JOMATHAN JENHINGS, Fiest Governowv, of the State of Indiana
1784-1R3N
Homarent eveoted under an act of fthe General Assembly 1893

In memsey of Apn Gilmore Hay Jennings 1792-1906 ~ worvvded in 1817,

In memory of Clarissa Barbee Jenninus - marvried in 18247 :
/ .
18021816 Delngaic from Indiana Tereitervy o U.5. Congyose

1816 belagate wn” President, State Constitutionsl Convention
18161822 Firet Geovernoy of the State of Indians
18221831 Congraessman, U.5. Hﬂu&ﬁ of Kepresentatives

Rededicated and added, 1982
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The history of CLARZ COWILY, to a large ovtont
the history of f?Z\EE?TyﬁTBtLlePPL of the
southeastern part of the present state of

Indiana. Clark County, the 2nd county to

formed (Knox being the first), even
hefore the Indiana Terrvitory was carved
out of the great Northwest Territory, covered
nearly the whole of what now constitutes the
states of Indiana and Illinois.

Clark was the first to be created out of
the tervitory included within the original
boundries of Knox, so that, at the time ol
its formation no county intervened hetwean
the original Clark and fnox Counties. Knox
was organized 20 June 1790, and woa made to
include all the the country betweesn Hamiiton
(Ohio) and St. Clair (Tllinpnis) enunties from
the Chio River to the Lokes

Crigranty from seme of the southery stofes
had begun Lo seliis along the Ohio Rive
and it was Fouud necesgzary to form athov
divisions Far the eonvenience nof Fhe peond
and so on the Jed doy of Yeb, 1RO o new
county uas Formed, like Lhat of Frnox, by
gubernatovial proclamation, jncluding wiili -
in ity boundsvies ue Follows:

B@giuuLug at the Ohio River a? Che wiiT h
of Blew River, thence up the said River '
the cressing of the same by the wad '=3d-
ing From Saint Vincennes to Clarks vitie
thence by a diveck Line to Lhe neovedl povT
of White Piver thenee up the soid piveyend
thal Lronch thopronf which v Tewaed ForT
Recovery . and From fhe hoad gpringsg of seid

A Y; branch tm Fort Recovery, thenoe zlepg ke
‘é»ﬁi) houndary Jine beturen the Tudiana Bund

N Mavth Vesteory Tepvitory . Ee the OB, Thenee
- CLARK CQU[\"[, down the camn: Riyer tp The place of he
gitming' (Teepitovianl Bxecutive 35‘;3;‘%#1&3]- &7)

[Proelamation: Feb. 3, 1801}
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The Dive River was crossed by the road fiow Vioncennes to Clarksville
near the prescni northern boundary of Harrison County.

The proclamation forming the county directed that the first session
of courts be held at Springvilile. ‘
It may be a little difficult to trace the boundary lines as then
given, but it can be, with tolerable accuracy, traced and its lines
approximately determined.

This grand scope of territory containing nearly 1/5th of the present
state of Indiana, the whole of the southeastern portion of it, was
named after that grand and heroic man, General George Rogers Clark.

The town of Clarksville, was then the home of Gen. Clark and the
cuunty contained the grant of land made to his soldiers by the state
of 1 1rg1n1a by act of Jan. 2, 1781, (see Journal Vol. VI # 1).

It is difficult to trace the history of the early settlement in detail
of Clark County. Apart from its military occupancy. very little settle-
ment was made prior to thé year 1800 when the Indiana Territory was
organized and seperated from the Northwest Territory, and given a
territorial govermnent with Gen. William Henvy Harrison as its Governor.
The exact time of the settlement of Clarksville is a little uncertain,
but from the best data that can be had, it must have been about the
yvear 1783. Notwithstanding Gen., Clark made it his home and Fort Clark
was located here, its growth was slow, for it is alluded to in 1757 as
a straggling village of only some 20 houses. The settlement of Clarks-
ville extended up the river to the head of the Falls, where the city
of Jeffersonville now stands, where Fort Finney was built which was after-
wards lgiown as Fort Steuben. Col. John Armstrong, in 1797 while comman-
dant at Fort Finmney, in order to more effectually protect the settle-
ments in Kentuckw, by preventing the Indians from crossing the Ohio River
at Grassy Flats and Twenty-One Mile Island bar, where at low stages of
the water, the river could be forded, built a bloek house at the mouth
of Bull Creek, now in Owen Township in Clark County, which in honor of its
founder was named "Avmstrong's Station," Around it a small settlement
of emigrants was located, but when the station was abandoned, which it
was in a short time, the settlement was also abandoned for a time. Col.
Armstreng returned to his old location in 1814, at the station, and con-
tinuad to reside there until he died in 1816,

In 1800, at the time the new government of the Indiana Territory went
into effect, its entire civilized population was 5,641. OFf this population,
529 resided around the Ohio Falls, upon Clark's grant, but perhaps the
larger portion in and around the old town of Clarksville. While much of
the territory was composed of French emigrants and their descendents, the
only settlements made by 'pure Americans,' were those made upon Clark’'s
grant around and adjacent to the Ohio Falls, now included in Clark County.

The first county seat was located at a small village, but then supposed
to be a rising and prosperous place called Sprlngv1lle situated about
four miles back from the Ohio River and somé mile and half southwest of
Charlestown, which subsequently became the county seat, where it remained
For over a half century. This first county seat of Clark has wholly dig-

appeared. Not a vestige of it remains to tell the curious where it once
stood, and few of the present inhabitants of Clark know that any sucn
town ever existed. The nameé Springville was taken from—tnsTtact thac
near this village was a spring which furnished good water for domestic
purposes, and the village was on grant 115, the place grew to some size,
perhaps numbering, in its most prosperous days LO0 inhabitants. A ShOLt
distance away, lived Jonathan Jennings, thé Tirst Governor of the Statue
of Indiana. But all this prosperity was soon blighted, the title to the
lands became involved in dispute, law_suits Ssprung up, trials were haadd
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enemies weve made which ended only din_fthe ruin and abapdopment of the
rnﬁuwwmﬁTl thpso transactions tock place within 8 vears. There was no
public courthouse abt this time, nor was there any ever built at this
nlace as far as can be discovered, The only court housge at this time
wags simply a large voom in one of the business bulldfﬁﬁb, but as short-
ived as it waa, the county seat wasg Pquxggwgggmwlﬁmégup,Xiigaﬂbgiggg
iz Finally expirvad BUt here on this site, where no habifation now
stands, then the d ignated capital of the new rounty of Clark, assombied
in solemn conelave on the 7th day of April 1801, the first conrt of
dnstice ever held in southern Indiana east of Blue Rive £t was named
the Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Feace, and,was compnsed
under the commission of Gov. Wm, Y. Harrison and the seal of Indian=z
Terrvitory, of Jdustices Marston Green Clark, Abrabam Huff, James MNobl=s
Wood, Thomas Downs, Wm., Goodwin, John Gibson, Charles Tuley and ¥in,
Harwoou. Samuel Gwathney had been appointed and commissioned the firztb
Clerk of the county, Samuel Hay was appointed the first sheriff.

The board divided the county inteo three townships, designated as
Clarksville, Springville and Springhill.

CLARKSVILLF TOWNSHIP covered the territery now included in Floyd and
Harrlqon Counties,

SERINGVILLE TOWNSHIP included what now constitutes Clark County he-
tween Silver Creek on the west to Fourteen Mile creek on the east and to
its northern limits.

SPRINGHILL TOWNSHIP was all east of Springville Township.

The developement of the county wade the necessity for frequent changes
in civil divisions, and now not a signle one of the names of the original
townships remain.

Upon formation of the townships, Clarksville was from the Ohio opposite
the mouth of Blue River thence up the Ohio to Peter McDonalds spring
brance from thence to Pleasant Run, the branch on which Joseph Bartholomew
lives, down Pleasant run to where it enters Silver Creek, then west to the
western boundry of the county. Springville Township to begin at the mouth
of Peter McDonalds branch thence up the Uhio to the mouth of t4-mile Creek,
thence up the main branch to the head, thence west to the county line and
lines of Clarksville Township. Springhill Towpnship to begin at the mouth
of 14 Mile Creek, thence with line of Springville Townuhip to the county
line thence with the same to the Ohio. to include all the rest of the
county.

At the first court General W, Johnson was_adnitted as an attorney at
law as was Robert Hamilton, Joshua Lindsey was to keep a tavern at

%S ‘Springville for one year, Samuel Hays and George Wood were his securities.
@ ThP court aprointed Joseph Bartholomew for 1 year, Peter Staroy Ffor Z
4 years and Joweph Stewart for 3 years as commissioners to ascseviain and
~‘Y’¢/ lay the tax levy for the county.
QVVQA% Charles Floyd was appointed constable of Clarksville Township, Williom
.3~ F., Tuley of Springville Township and Robert Wavdel of Spriv*h%l‘ Torme

Isaac Holman and Charles Bays were appointed to appraise eqch hou=e iy

town, town lots, out lots, and mansion house in Clarksville Fownship.
2\ 5W1lllam Combs Svr. & Absalom Little for Springviile Township gaegf Job o
ﬁ\ﬁf 3#* ¥and John Owen for Springhill Towns hlp. )
ﬁ &% Leonard Bowman & William Wilson for Clarksville Township, £% 71

= N o George Huckleberry for Springville Township aud John Pebit nnd
#é Purdue for Springhill Township were named supervisors for pu%lip v i
ﬁlgy and highways. Commissioners to settle their accounts weve Of
3 Jemes Davis and Francis McGuire fovw Cluvksville Tup., Jobp & "

Woods and Micholas Harmon for Springvilie Twp. and Ab: :
Plasket and Wmn. Brinton for Springhill Twp. Fence viswovra,
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act regulating enclosures” were Philip Daily, Peter Stacey & Isaac Holman
for Clacksville Twp., _  Kaufman, Nathan Robertson and Frederick Rice
for Springville Township, Jonathan Thomas, Christopher Fefler and Jacob
Heberick for Springhill Township. Overseers of the poor were Benj, Redman
& Isaac Holman for Clavrksville Township, George luckleberrey Sr., & Abraham
Little for Springville Township and William Plasket and John Bays Ffor
Springhill Township.

Ferry keepers were George Hughes, Major Robert Floyd, Samuel Oldham,
Richard Ferrel and James N. Wood.—_ | Bon-"

The Hoosgier Genealowist hasxﬁab]ishSBSZn 1809 voters list for Clark

County, and this was divided into T hé Chree original townships, so these
townships still existed at that time.

There have bgigﬁgigg£§l boundry changes in Clark County and the immediate
surrounding cowties have all pbeen formed out of the orisinal Clark.
Seeing The scope of Clark County originally, Those early records can in-
c%ggg anyongﬂﬁgo lived in this part of the state - s¢ never overlaok

early Clark County when seaffﬁ?ﬁgw?g?*§6ﬁr
) ancestors.

//? \ On April 30 1802, alteration was made by Ohio

A l‘ enabling act, effective upon adnission of Ohio,

’ ”\ The tiny northeastern peak of Clark County

5 between Fort Recovery, the Greenville Treaty

i* o line of 1795, and a "line drawn due north from

‘\\ the mouth of the Great Miami' was cut off by

\ A the ftommation of the state of Ohio,
; Jan., 24 1803, alteration by proclamation

\ = efféctive upon admission of Ohio.

' “That tract of country included between a

north line drawn from the mouth of the Big

Miamie River, the Ohio and the Indian bound-

ary line running from a point oposite the
mouth of the Kentucky River, was attached
to Clark County. This attachment was made
pursuant to the Ohio Enabling Act of April
30, 1802, before Governor Harrison had
"Sufficient Information respecting the
settlements below the great miamie, to
enable him to Form (a government) in that
tract.

By ordinace of the governor, June 9, 1802,
Jeffersonville was made the counly seat.
The order was to become effective Aungust 1,
1802,
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Alteration by proclamation on 7 March
1803, the part that was added above [ormed
Dearborn County. This was the First county
formed from Clark County. It had belu.aged
to Clark County but a short time, Lul ie-
member, before becoming a part uf Clark Co.
1L~y§§_gg;wmgggﬂyﬂ;is now the state of
Ohio. [
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