Eureka!!!! Jacob Lindsey Senior Identified

This is the story of the twenty year journey of Yvonne “Jyl” Johnson Hardy and her sisters, Dianne Powell and
Elaine Norton, to find the parents of their ancestor, Jacob Lindsey Senior of Wilkes County, Georgia. Their
exhaustive search uncovered many details about the life of Jacob Lindsey Senior. The most significant discovery
was a 1781 Frederick County, Virginia rent roll that named Jacob Lindsey as a son of Edmund Lindsey. Ms. Hardy
and her sisters learned that Edmund Lindsey was Edmund Lindsey Senior (b. ca. 1697), who had married
Elizabeth Beasley in Baltimore County, Maryland in 1725.

Ms. Hardy’s excellent work has dispelled many old notions and “family myths” about the ancestry of Jacob
Lindsey Senior. Descendants of Jacob Lindsey will find a gold mine of information in Ms. Hardy’s article, which
includes meticulous documentation of the facts of Jacob Lindsey’s life. Her article was published in the Alabama
Genealogical Society Magazine in 1999.

Please note that Susan Grabek has received express written consent from the author, Ms. Hardy, to post the
article online. The article is copyright protected, and it may not be published in any format without the express

consent of the author.

URL for viewing the article: http://mimpickles.com/lindsey/georgia/wilkes/jacob lindsey sr identified.pdf

Copies of the article may be purchased for a nominal fee from the Alabama Genealogical Society:
http://algensoc.org/main/ags ind1.html

The article was published in the Fall/Winter 1999 issue of the Alabama Genealogical Society Magazine. Complete
citation: Yvonne Johnson Hardy, "Eureka!!!! Jacob Lindsey Senior Identified," Alabama Genealogical Society
Magazine 31 (Fall/Winter 1999): 34-40.
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EUREKA!!!!
JACOB LINDSEY SENIOR IDENTIFIED

by Yvonne Johnson Hardy
"First Serial Publication Rights Only"

AT LAST! We have finally identified the elusive parents and place of birth of our ancestor, Jacob
Lindsey Senior of Wilkes County, Georgia. I cannot remember how long (possibly 20 years) my sisters, Elaine
Norton and Dianne Powell, and I have been trying to learn about Jacob's life prior to his appearance in
Georgia. Tracing our line back to him and disproving erroneous information was relatively easy. Establishing
the actual facts of his life was much more difficult.

We have known for many years that Jacob was the father of our g, g, g grandfather, Jacob Lindsey,
Junior. In the Georgia Land Lottery of 1807" Jacob Senior won 202%: acres of land (lot 56, district 10) in
Baldwin County which he sold to Jacob Junior on 29 December 1808.> When Baldwin County was divided
in 1807, this area was placed in Jones County.

Discovering some facts about Jacob Senior was routine. He left no probate records. On the
reconstructed 1790 Wilkes County Census® he was found in Captain McLendon's Militia District. The 1820
Federal Census” listed Jacob as over 45 years of age living with three females, one over 45 years old, adjacent
to Isaiah Scudder. A study of Wilkes County deeds showed four deeds recorded by Jacob Senior for sale of
his lands on Morris Creek. On 24 March 1792 he and his unnamed wife sold 30 acres to Richard Heard.” On
31 July 1799 he sold 25 acres to Joseph Heard® and on 7 May 1800, 11 acres to Isaiah Scudder.” On 22
September 1811 Jacob sold to James Lindsey 300 acres where he and his wife were then living with the
provision that they would continue to reside thereon "without any disturbance during our said lives"® Many
Lindseys lived in Wilkes County during this time period. All of them appear to be related with the exception
of John "Silverhand" Lindsay and his family who had extensive holdings in the Little River region of the
county.

All extant Wilkes County, Georgia, Tax Digests were studied next. This involved reading unending
rolls of microfilm in dark crowded rooms. Now the tax rolls for this county can be examined by using Frank
Hudson's wonderful two-volume work, Wilkes County, Georgia, Tax Records, 1785-1805.° Using either
method, Jacob Senior was found living in Georgia Militia District 178 on Morris Creek or Fishing Creek.
Morris Creek is the northern branch of Fishing Creek.”’ The tax collectors used the names of the creeks
interchangeably. Jacob paid taxes on approximately 300 acres of land here from 1786 thru 1807." > ® In the
1809 Tax Digest Jacob was listed as a defaulter." Lists for Militia District 178 do not survive for the years
1810 and 1811. From 1812 through 1823 James Lindsey was found paying taxes on Jacob's former farm and
was listed as agent for Jacob Senior who paid only one poll.”” ¢ 17 18 1920 21 Oy the 1824 tax rolls James
Lindsey was found paying taxes on his land but was not acting as agent for Jacob Senior.”> We concluded that
Jacob had died between the collection of taxes in 1823 and 1824.

By Acts of the General Assembly January 23, 1780, February 17, 1783, February 25, 1784 and
February 22 1785, emigrants from other states were encouraged to come into Georgia and take out headright
grants.” A search of the early Wilkes County land grants revealed several entries for Jacob Lindsey. On 4
April 1785 a warrant for 650 acres of land was issued to Jacob "on his own and family head rights".”* In the
margin of the book this entry is marked "Pd". This warrant was executed 8 April 1785 by Patrick Cunningham
A. S. for 200 acres of land on Pistol Creek.”> On 2 May 1785 a warrant for 400 acres was issued to Jacob
Lindsey "in lieu of an old Warrent of two hundred acres of Thomas Connells and two hundred acres on his own
family headright".®® This entry is marked "p". The warrant signed by Stephen Heard AG was executed 9th
of June 1785 by Sanders Walker A S. for 350 acres of "good Corn land" on Morris Creek.”” On August 6th,
1787, a warrant was issued to William Greaves for 533 1/2 acres including 250 acres on the headrights of
Jacob Lindsay.”® In 1791 a final warrant was entered for Jacob for "three hundred acres of land on the
headright of John Neale and one hundred acres on the head rights of John Lindsay Jr".*® As far as can be
determined, this warrant was never executed. The 1785 Tax Digest for Wilkes County listed Jacob Lindsey
paying taxes on 600 acres of second quality land;*® the 1791 Tax Digest, 500 acres of third quality land.*" All
other tax digests listed Jacob paying taxes on approximately
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Lindsey continued

300 acres of land on Morris or Fishing Creeks, regardless of the acreage which he had sold. Jacob Lindsey
never paid taxes on land on Pistol Creek.

Jacob Senior witnessed deeds in Wilkes County in 1792* and 1803.* Extant court minutes for the
county during the time Jacob was living there showed few entries pertaining to him. He was a grand juror
during the October 1801 term of the Inferior Court.** Also in 1801 his hands were ordered to work on the road
near his property.” On 25 November of the same year he bought six books from the estate of Patrick
Cunningham.* He appears on jury lists in March 1808%” and August 1816.%

In the process of gathering this information, we made two trips to Wilkes County. During the first trip
we visited the Wilkes County Historical Society where we met the curator, Betty Slaton, who we soon
discovered is a cousin through our common ancestor, Bernard Heard. She called her father, J. Russell Slaton,
who came to meet us. Mr. Slaton, a life-long resident of the county is author of the book, Vanishing Sites of
Old Wilkes.* We soon found ourselves in his old yellow pick up truck touring the county and listening to his
stories of the early settlers. Imagine our excitement when he pulled off the road at the site of Jacob Lindsey's
farm on Morris Creek!

Willingham's history of Wilkes County indicates that a majority of the settlers coming to purchase land
in the mid-1780s were from Virginia, Pennsylvania and the Carolinas.”’ The only real evidence we had for the
previous home of Jacob Senior was the 1850 Federal Census entry for Jacob Junior. The Jones County,
Georgia, census taken on September 20, 1850 showed that Jacob Junior was 71 years of age born in Virginia.*'

Many years of research, most of which was elimination of sources that contained no mention of our
Jacob Lindsey, left us frustrated. We had heard through some of our correspondents about documents called
"The Thorndale Letters” and had finally gotten a partial copy. In an effort to learn where we needed to
research next, I contacted the author of the letters, William Thorndale. In exchange for the descent of Jacob
Sr, "with credible documentation", he sent photocopies of his three letters®, a study of the Lindseys of Maury
County, Tennessee,” and the "Lindsey Newsletter: Southern Colonial Branches”.* Letter 1 contained an
analysis of the Lindseys found in a page by page search of the Court Order Books for the Lower Shenandoah
Valley (Orange County 1735-1743, Frederick County 1743-1746) and synopses of the various Lindsey men
mentioned in Frederick County up to 1770. Letter 3 included a study of Lindsey land records in the lower
valley to 1815. Comparing the given names of this group with the given names of Lindseys found in Wilkes
County, convinced us that Frederick County was indeed the place from which Jacob Senior had migrated.
Comparison of the names of neighbors in both places reinforced this conviction. Mr. Thorndale also
generously shared additional information pointing to Cecil County Maryland as the departure point for
Lindseys traveling to Shenandoah Valley and made suggestions about geographical areas that needed further
research.

The Frederick County, Virginia, probate records showed that Jacob Lindsey, Edmund Lindsey and
John Abrell witnessed the will of John Reagan on 12 May 1767.*° Jacob witnessed the will of Thomas Lindsey
on 21 May 1769.* Searching the probate records of Frederick and surrounding counties revealed only one
other reference to Jacob. The will of John Abrell, which was written 3 January 1772 and proven 16 June 1772
in Berkeley County, Virginia (now West Virginia), contained the following statement: "Item I Give and
Bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth Lindsey wife of Jacob Lindsey the sum of five shillings To be paid as
afforesaid".*’ The original will with signatures of John Abrell and the witnesses has been filmed by the Family
History 49Library.48 Elizabeth, widow of John Abrell, married Joseph Edwards 3 July 1776 in Frederick
County.

Until the time of the American Revolution most land transfers in Frederick County were accomplished
by a lease and release procedure, which was a technical way of avoiding English court fees. The owner of land
would lease it for a year to the person who wished to buy it. The leaseholder would take possession of the land
and then purchase the remaining rights to the land through a release. This process had the same effect as a sale
of 1and.”* On 3 October 1760 Jacob witnessed a lease from Edmond Lindsey to Edmond Lindsey Junior and
on the following day the release of the same land signed by Edmond and Elizabeth Lindsey.” Jacob witnessed
the lease and release of 400 acres of land from Edward Corder Junior to Edmund Lindsey on 5 and 6 March
1767;” of 50 acres of land from Edmond Lindsey Senior to Edmond Lindsey Junior on 28 February and
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Lindsey continued

1 March 1770; of 50 acres of land from Edmund Lindsey Junior to John Thomas on 1 and 2 March 1773;*
of 294 acres of land "now in the possession of John Lindsey Sen™ from Edmund Lindsey Senior to John
Lindsey Senior on 8 and 10 May 1782;> and of 294 acres of land "now in the possession of the said Thomas
Lindsay" from Edmund Lindsey Senior to Thomas Lindsey on 10 May 1782.% Jacob also witnessed the power
of attorney given by Mary Reagan and John Reagan to Edmond Lindsey Junior on 20 October 1767.”

Edmund Lindsey Senior leased to Jacob Lindsey 161 acres of land on both sides of Long Marsh, "part
of a greater Tract of Six Hundred and Sixty acres granted to the said E: Lindsey by Deed from the proprietor
of the Northern Neck the second day of April 1751.” This lease was executed on 1 March 1770 and the release
was signed by Edmund Lindsey the following day. Jacob paid Edmund Senior a total of one hundred and fifty
pounds current money of Virginia.®® On 12 September 1784 Robert Hodgen and Jacob Lindsey leased to
Edmund Clare for ten shillings current money of Virginia 352 acres of land on Long Marsh in several tracts.
The rent was to be "one pepper corn on Lady day next". The release indenture of this land was executed on
21 September 1784 by Robert Hodgen and Sarah his wife and Jacob Lindsey and Elizabeth his wife, with
Edmund Clare paying one thousand and thirty pounds current money of Virginia. Elizabeth Lindsey signed
with a "+".>° This land transfer included the 161 acres of land that Jacob Lindsey bought from Edmund Lindsey
Seni016r0 in 1770 and the 190 acres purchased by Robert Hodgen from Edmund Lindsey Junior on 9 and 10 July
1775.

The county court books had few references to Jacob. In the Berkeley County Court on 18 March 1773
Edmund and Jacob Lindsey were defendants in a suit for debt brought by Lewis Neill® and on 18 August 1773
Jacob and Edmund Lindsey Junior were sued for debt by Lewis Neill.®® The 10 September 1773 Court of
Frederick County had two entries for Jacob: Charles Smith, plaintiff, versus Jacob Lindsey and David Lindsey,
defendants, "In Trespass" which was agreed by the parties® and Jacob was appointed one of four appraisers
of the slaves and personal estate of David Williams.* Jacob was security for Edmund Lindsey in two suits
for debt brought against him by Joseph Day at the 2 November 1773 Court.” In the first suit the court ruled
against Edmund in the amount of three pounds two pence and interest, and in the second in the amount of two
pounds one shilling and four pence and interest. Jacob Lindsey served on the Grand Jury at the May Court of
1781.% At the February Court of 1778 the inhabitants of the Long Marsh neighborhood petitioned for a
"Licence to Innoculate such of their families as may conceive themselves in danger of” smallpox. The license
was granted and the bounds of the neighborhood stated.®’

At the Frederick County Court held on 3 September 1782 a list of "claims of persons for articles
impressed or taken for public use" included Jacob Lindsey for "280 Ibs flour for Cont' use".*® In the 2
October 1782 Court records the claims list showed "Jacob Lindsey for 200 Ibs flour".® These same claims
are extracted in the Virginia Publick Claims Series by Abercrombie and Slatten. Jacob's 200 pounds of flour
was valued at one pound, 5 shillings and his 280 pounds of flour at one pound, 15 shillings.”” On 1 April 1783
the Court ordered that several persons "be recommended to his excellency the Governor" as proper persons
to be appointed to various ranks in the Militia. Jacob Lindsey was recommended as Ensign."”

A royal charter in 1688 established the proprietary of the Northern Neck of Virginia containing more
than three million acres which was ultimately inherited by Thomas, Sixth Lord Fairfax. In the late 1720's
Governor Gooch and the Council of the Virginia Colony began granting tracts of land located on the "West
side of the Great Mountains" as a buffer against "Incursions of the Indians and other enemies.”" By 1731 Joist
Hite and Robert McKay had accumulated grants from the Governor of Virginia for more than 140,000 acres
in the lower Shenandoah Valley.” These and other grants led to a protracted boundary dispute. Litigation
between Lord Fairfax and Joist Hite began with caveats being issued prior to 1736 and the final papers being
filed in the Court of Appeals of Virginia in 1782.” In 1770 "Edmund Lindsey Jun. and Jacob Lindsey claim
that they hold (land) within in the said Survey under a purchase made by Edmond Lindsey Sen. from the said
(Nathaniel) Daugherty & Conveyances from the said Edmund to themselves."™ On 10 October 1771 Jacob
Lindsey was included in the persons which the Court ordered to "be at peace and deliver up ...... bonds or
contracts to be cancelled".”

By the spring of 1998 we still had not been able to identify Jacob's parents. In May Lloyd Dewitt
Bockstruck spoke on "Colonial Virginia" at the Alabama Genealogical Society's Spring Seminar. 1 learned
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from him that some colonial tithable lists and rent rolls for Frederick County, which are not in print and have
never been microfilmed, are available only in the Manuscript Division of the Archives at the Library of
Virginia.

After checking the availability of the records, we made a trip to Richmond where we were joined by
my niece, Leigh Powell. Arriving at the library early in the morning, we started working as soon as the doors
opened. Many hours later Leigh came out of the manuscript reading room and said "Elaine wants you to see
something." On the Frederick County Rent Roll for 1781 was the following entry "Lindsay Jacob of Edm®™
" We had finally found what we had sought for so many years! Jacob Lindsey was the son of Edmund
Lindsey!! We were so excited and amazed by the entry that we were threatened by the archivist with expulsion.
Four people silently dancing in the manuscript room can cause archivists to blanch.

When we had calmed down (in the lobby of the building), we realized that the Edmund we had found
was Edmund Lindsey Senior. Edmund Lindsey Junior died in Newberry District, South Carolina, leaving a
will dated 16 March 1816 and filed for probate 27 September 1819.” This will identified his children, none
of which were named Jacob. Edmund Lindsey Senior married Elizabeth Beasley 20 February 1725 in
Baltimore County Maryland.”® On 6 September 1770 Edmund Lindsey gave a deposition in the Hite-Fairfax
law suit stating that "he has been a resident in the County of Frederick about thirty seven years and has
constantly lived" in that place.”

Land tax records of the "first Battallion Frederick County” for 1782 showed that Jacob Lindsay
possessed 150 acres taxed at 22/6 per acre with a total value of 160.15.% The return of the "Alteration of
Property" for Frederick County of 1784 listed Jacob Lindsey as "Former Proprietor" and Edmond Clare as
"Present Proprietor” of 150 acres valued at 18 per acre, total value of 135, tax at 1%2 percent of 2.0.% Extant
land tax books through 1790 had no listings for Jacob Lindsey.

Personal property tax records showed that in 1782 Jacob Lindsay paid taxes for one male over 21
years, 9 horses and 16 cattle;*? in 1783, for one male over 21 years, 12 horses and 9 cattle;®® in 1784, for one
male over 21 years, 6 horses and 6 cattle.® No further entries were found for Jacob in the extant personal
property records through 1790.

In the library we found that on 7 September 1773 Jacob Lindsey had served as bondsman for the
marriage of his niece, Sarah, daughter of Edmond and Mary Lindsey, to Richard Roach.* We rushed back
to the Archives and found on microfilm a copy of the original parental consent and marriage bond.® There it
was—the genuine signature of Jacob Lindsey!!! Our trip to Richmond had really been successful!

One additional item would make our search for Jacob Lindsey Senior complete. Several months later
Elaine and 1 visited the Georgia Department of Archives and History. We examined the original Loose Estate
Papers of Wilkes County for appraisals of the estates of all neighbors of Jacob Lindsey on Morris Creek.
There on the appraisal authorized by the Judges of the Court Ordinary on 24 February 1800 "of the Goods and
Chattels of William Scudder Dec” was the signature of Jacob Lindsey!®” The signature was on the original
paper he had touched and it matched the signature on the 1773 marriage bond in Frederick County,
Virginia!!! We had learned our lesson well. We calmly took the elevator to the ground floor, walked slowly
out the front door, descended the steps—and danced down the sidewalk yelling "We Did It!"

After all these years we have finally determined that Jacob Lindsey was born by 1746 in Frederick
County, Virginia, the son of Elizabeth Beasley and Edmund Lindsey Senior. By 1772 he had married Elizabeth
Abrell. Between September 1784 and April 1785 he moved his family from Frederick County, Virginia, to
Wilkes County, Georgia, where he died in 1823 or 1824. All the time and effort we spent on this puzzle was
certainly worth while. Maybe our search for the origins of Edmund and Elizabeth Beasley Lindsey will take
only half as long!
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